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SECTOR REPORT: INSTITUTIONAL / EDUCATION

Aside from AGmes-and: da =
institutional archltecture perhaps has the most sugmflcant
and wide-ranging effect on how we as a society develop.
Over the past two or three decades, the focus has shifted
m'degrgnmg buildings that not just house but also n rture

esy of M:OFA Studios

ITM School of Business, Gwalior
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SECTOR REPORT: INSTITUTIONAL / EDUCATION
ITM School of Business ® Gwalior, Madbhya Pradesh, India

|

A SCHOOL FOR
ALL SEASONS

5 s-1ext:Phoebe Liu Photography: Manish Gulati / Courtesy of M:OFA Studios

M:OFA Studios’ design for the new I'TM School of Business
in Gwalior barks back to traditional methods of cooling to
ensure the building is both sustainable and inspirational

While protecting the building, the jaali screens also create ever-changing patterns on the blank interior walls
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SECTOR REPORT: INSTITUTIONAL / EDUCATION
ITM School of Business ® Gwalior, Madbya Pradesh, India

Client: ITM Universe / Ramashanker Singh

Principal architect: Manish Gulati, M:OFA Studios
Design team: Abhinav Chaudhary (associate architect);
Purushottam Arambam, Priyanaka Mahajan,
Sabyasaachi Ghosh (architects), M:OFA Studios

Site area: 125 acres

Built-up area: 30,000 sq-ft

Structural consultant: Roark Consulting Engineers
Structural contractor: Kesar Constructions

Over the last decade, a new, hungry, generation of forward-looking
business entrepreneurs has emerged in India. Embracing both
traditional business idioms and constant international travel, they are
the epitome of the country’s future: their sights set firmly on the
future, while keeping their feet on solid ground.

Embodying this philosophy via architecture is the ITM School of
Business campus in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. Located on a
prominent site on National Highway No.75, the campus merges with
ease into its surroundings and complements the majestic Aravalli
Ranges with grace and humility.

At first glance, the building appears to sit like a solid stone block
with a lightweight industrial roof hovering over it, supported by thin,
almost surrealistic legs. This deliberate design achieves two things: it
creates a mystery, making the onlooker curious about what lies inside,
while also reminding us of a most rudimentary way of protecting
ourselves from the harsh sun. The roof canopy appears as a large
plane creating a massive shadow, working to reduce the carbon
footprint which is being created by other institutions which rely on
copious usage of electric air conditioning.

While providing protection from the elements as well as a sense
of relief to staff and students, the roof ensures that the ITM School of
Business remains an inherently green building. Straddling a
hollowed-out space, the open parasol roof allows hot air to escape,
creating convection currents and allowing natural winds to flow in,
cooled by the surrounding green landscape. Further, the plants on the
first level retain moisture, thus moderating the temperatures at the
ground level and keeping the air refreshed.

Behind the solid mass created by the traditional dholpur-clad
walls lies a fluid interior space that flows from one courtyard to
another, helping to stimulate “fluidity of thought, imagination, ideas,
and the self”, according to M:OFA's design team.

Built on the principles of the traditional Indian courtyard, the
ground level provides students with a large open space intended to
inspire both introspection and interaction, accentuated by a feeling of
openness and freedom. The clean grey walls, an amoebic, sculptural
water body, and modern landscape spaces reflect the entrepreneurial
spirit of the students who are looking to create ripples within the
otherwise structured business environs — symbolic of bubbles of
ideas amid the sometimes constraining and rigid fabric of business.

The expansiveness showcased via these large courtyards is
mirrored on the first floor, which provides natural ventilation keeping
the building sustainable and eco-friendly due to the minimised usage
of artificial lights during the day.

Inspired by the traditional jaali works of Gwalior, the building uses
modern interpretations of these on the south-western side, which also
happens to be the double-height entrance space. Standing six metres tall
and facing west, the screens act as a vertical extension of building’s open
courtyards and cut the harsh glare of the sun in Gwalior. While protecting
the building, they also create ever-changing patterns on the blank interior
walls — a reminder of the fact that nature paints the most exquisite
landscape as long as mankind can provide a suitable medium to do so.

Naturally, the white dholpur sandstone screens are not just an
aesthetic treat that cast interesting shadows and play with light, but
also an architectural must for the high temperatures of Gwalior. In
keeping the local tradition of jaali work alive, the design reminds
students to embrace both the new and advanced, while staying true to
their self and to heritage and tradition.

The ITM School of Business is an example of M:OFA’s mission to
provide the subcontinent’s urban landscapes with sustainable architectural
and design solutions. “The studio aims and provides soul-elevating and
inspiring structures which are highly functional, and continues to strive
towards forward-thinking, cost-effective sustainability.”

Left The interiors of the school are made up of a fluid interior space that flows
from one courtyard to another Top The roof canopy appears as a large plane
straddling the 6m-tall jaali screens in the double-height entrance space
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ITM School of Business ® Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, India
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Left The white dholpur sandstone screens are both an aesthetic treat and a
response to Gwalior’s climate, helping dissipate heat and provide shading Top
The building appears to sit like a solid stone block with a lightweight industrial
roof hovering over it
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